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could provide art materials for 40
people at a drawing event

Artist Henri Rousseau

Artist dates 1844 - 1910

Full title Surprised!

Date made 1891

Medium and support Oil on canvas

Dimensions 129.8 x 161.9 cm

Inscription summary Signed; Dated

Acquisition credit Bought, with the aid of a substantial donation from
the Hon. Walter H. Annenberg, 1972

Inventory number NG6421

Location in Gallery Not on display

This is the first of the jungle scenes on which Rousseau's fame chiefly depends.
This painting was exhibited at the Salon des Indépendants in 1891 with the title
'Surpris!'. It was later described by the artist as representing a tiger hunting
explorers. 
 
Rousseau claimed that he had gained knowledge of the jungle while serving as a
regimental bandsman in Mexico in the 1860s, but this seems to be a fiction and
his paintings were probably inspired by visits to the botanical gardens in Paris
and by prints. The figure of the tiger may have been based on a print after a
pastel by Delacroix.
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Richard Williams
supported us with £20

I love the National Gallery
- especially the staff who
look after the visitors,
keep an eye on the
paintings and know
where everything is!

Jane Daly
supported us with £10

A national treasure that
needs supporting

Katja Leyendecker
supported us with £5

I had a most wonderful 3
hours in the gallery's
1600s section! Must
return!

Anonymous
supported us with £20

You do a great job for the
art, history and for the
world

Marzena
supported us with £5

Great source of
knowledge for myself and
my kids!

Rosslynd Piggott
supported us with £20

I always visit the National
Gallery when I am in
London, usually spending
an hour or so in the Piero
della Francesca room-
itself, like a temple.
Thank you.

Michael Mchugh
supported us with £20

Excellent paintings and
exhibits. Thanks very
much.
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Thank you for such an
incredible resource!
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The wonderful National
Gallery deserves all the
support it can get.
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Excellent online
information for my
students!
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