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Description

A study of a horse, full ength, standing i profe to the right,
with verticl lines indicating proportions; a study of the chest
and part of the near fore-leg of a horse, and a slgh sketch
of the same; a study of the chest and off-fore leg of a horse,
facing the viewer, withthe neck and near fore-leg sightly
indicated; some notes. Leanardo da Vinc was the archetype
of the ‘Renaissance man - a paintr,sculptar, architect,
anatomist, engincer, map-maker, and student of geometry,
optics, hydraulics and botany. Drawing was central to s
researches, and the six hundred sheets by Leanardo at

i

Windsor, covering all aspects of his activity, are the greatest

several aloums. These were dispersed some time after
Leonis death in Madrid, and one was brought to England,

s unknown, though It is most likely that It was acauired by
Charles I1. Some time during the 14805 Ludovico Sforza, the

traditional pacing pose. At this point Leonardo made many
studies of the surface modelling and dimensions of the horse,
mainly from the life but, s here, with a distinctly classical
appearance doubtiess inspired by the ‘Regisole’, @ Roman
equestrian bronze at Pavia, 20 miles (30 km) south of Milan
(destroyed in 1796). Leonardo prepared a full-size clay model

train young artists i fifteenth-century Italy. Leonardo

attained total control over the medium, modelling surfaces of
great smoothness and luminosity using only dark lines; but in
the early 1490s he began to experiment with both black
chalk, which had been used only sporadically by Ttalian
artists, and the novel medium of red chalk, bath of which
allowed greater spontaneity, deeper shadows, and the less

of artists (including Raphael and Michelangelo) to explot the.
advantages of chalk. Text adapted from Holbein to Hockney:
Drawings from the Royal Collection

Provenance

Bequeathed to Francesco Melzi; from whose helrs purchased
by Pompeo Leoni, c.1582-90; Thomas Howard, 2nd Earl of
Arundel, by 1630; Probably acquired by Charles I1; Royal
Collection by 16

People involved
Creator(s)

Leonardo da Vindi (Vindi 1452-
Amboise 1519)

(artist)
Acquirer(s)

Charles 1, King of Great Britain
(1630-85)

Subject(s)
Francesco 1 Sforza (1401-66)

Physical properties
Medium and techniques
Metalpoint on blue prepared paper

blue prepared paper

metalpoint

Measurements
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Object type(s)
visual works
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- drawings/watercolours
(nttps://www. royalcoliection.org.uk/collection/search#/a

Subject(s)
Science, Medicine and Technology
(https://www.royalcollection.org.uk/collection/search#/add/cc
> Agriculture and related techniques
(hitps://www.royalcollection.org.uk/collection/search #/a
L Animal husbanary
(https://www.royalcollection.org.uk/collection/search
> Horses
(https://www.royalcollection.org.uk/collection/searc.
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