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Death and Life
Gustav Klimt 19710/15

@ From the collection of
Leopold Museum

Gustav Klimt's large painting Death and Life, created in 1910, features not a personal death but
rather merely an allegorical Grim Reaper who gazes at “life” with a malicious grin. This “life” is
comprised of all generations: every age group is represented, from the baby to the grandmother, in
this depiction of the never-ending circle of life. Death may be able to swipe individuals from life, but
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life itself, humanity as a whole, will always elude his grasp. The circle of life likewise repeats itself in
the diverse, wonderful, pastel-coloured circular ornaments which adorn life like a garland. Gustav
Klimt described this painting, which was honoured with a first prize at the 1911 International Art
Exhibition in Rome, as his most important figurative work. Even so, he seems to suddenly no longer
have been satisfied with this version in 1915, for he then began making changes to the painting—
which had by that time long since been framed. The background, reportedly once gold-coloured,
was made grey, and both death and life were given further ornaments. Standing before the original
and examining the left interior edge of Josef Hoffmann's frame for the painting, one can still
discern traces of the subsequent over-painting, which was done by Klimt himself.

Details

Title: Death and Life

Date created: 1910/15

Technique: Oil on canvas

Signatures, Inscriptions, and Markings: Signed below left: Gustav Klimt
Physical Dimensions: w2005 x h1805 cm (Without Frame)

Painter: Gustav Klimt

Original German Title: ,Tod und Leben’

Type: Paintings

Rights: Leopold Museum, Vienna, Inv. 630, Leopold Museum, Vienna, Inv. 630

External Link: eopold Museum, Vienna

I\
Deathand Eife (Sup...

Discover more

https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/u/0/asset/death-and-life/YgFWOKwjd_ptXQ

2/3


https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/u/0/entity/m03869
https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/u/0/entity/m03869
https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/u/0/entity/m05y4t
http://www.leopoldmuseum.org/en/leopoldcollection/masterpieces/41
https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/u/0/partner/leopold-museum-vienna
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P1Lw1NVcI8o

3/11/2017 Death and Life - Google Arts & Culture

Leopold Museum Gustav Klimt Art Nouveau
Austria 48 items 802 items

Google Arts & Culture

Google Arts & Culture features content from over 1,200 leading museums and
archives who have partnered with the Google Cultural Institute to bring the
world's treasures online.

Follow us

O [ ¥y 6+ B

https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/u/0/asset/death-and-life/YgFWOKwjd_ptXQ

3/3


https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/u/0/
https://youtube.com/googleartsculture
https://www.facebook.com/googleartsculture/
https://twitter.com/googlearts
https://plus.google.com/u/0/b/110951061820672947345/+googleartsculture/
https://www.instagram.com/googleartsculture/
https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/u/0/partner/leopold-museum-vienna
https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/u/0/entity/m03869?categoryId=artist
https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/u/0/entity/m0g6pl?categoryId=art-movement
https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/u/0/entity/m015r61?categoryId=art-movement

